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Introduction 

My wife and I have been lucky enough to acquire 9 High Street, 

Queenborough which recently came on the market, this was formally 

known to everyone as Bosun Stores.  The property has remained 

derelict for over a decade and has become quite an eyesore and as 

result been the subject of planning enforcement to try and improve to its 

aspect on the street scene. 

The listing for Bosuns indicates that it was constructed in 1731, it is 

however readily apparent there are many more recent elements within 

the existing building for example machined timber joists, plasterboard 

ceilings, together with fundamental structural alterations and rear 

additions to the property. 

The rear of the property is much more recent and in my opinion was 

constructed in the early 1900’s. 

As you are aware the property has laid empty for over 15 years and has 

deteriorated due being open to the elements, together with the theft of 

lead work and rainwater goods sometime in the past which has allowed 

internal water ingress into the building fabric for many of those years. 

We are submitting a planning application for change of use and some 

minor alterations which had already been approved, but has since 

lapsed. 

The main difference for us  in our submission will be that there are no 

changes to the existing historic façade as there was in the approved 

planning application, the main element being approval for a new 

entrance door on the side elevation, instead we have amended the 

entrance to match a similar situation to Queenborough Yacht Club next 



door, i.e. the entrance is via a new entrance at first floor over the ground 

floor kitchen, with access via a steel staircase. 

 We were especially keen to obtain the property as living just around the 

corner and being involved with promoting the regeneration of 

Queenborough, (one of the poorest boroughs in Swale). 

We wish to restore the external fabric of the building to its former glory 

as much is possible within the constraints of economic viability, due to its 

poor state of repair from the years of neglect. 

We are acutely aware of the budget required to ensure the structural 

stability of the property, but we hope that working together with Swale 

Borough Council that solutions can be found where necessary to 

overcome any hidden problems that may arise. 

We would like to revive the previous lapsed planning approval which 

was to turn the existing shop premises into a “café” on the ground floor 

and a flat above. 

The term café is used lightly as our vision is a tearoom not a traditional 

cafe, and gift shop to help with the regeneration that Queenborough is 

undergoing.  

My wife and I as mentioned before are  heavily involved with the local 

community through both are charitable work and councillor duties and as 

such are very eager that the new premises becomes an integral part of 

the community, for instance we already have been in discussions with 

the Harbour Trust, Castle Connections Community Centre and Holy 

Trinity Church on various ways to achieve this. 

Our aim will be to employ initially two members of staff and a part time 

cleaner all from the local community, together with as much as is 



practical using local business to supply the coffee shop and also to carry 

out the building renovation. 

It has been very interesting the response on social media to the sale of 

the property and the consensus is that what we are proposing is exactly 

what Queenborough needs, to that end we have attached some 

screenshots for your information. I would hasten to add this was before 

we bought the property. In general discussions with residents there has 

been nothing but favourable with many offers of help. 

The café will be called Bosuns to honour its heritage, and initially our 

thoughts would be seasonal opening hours as below, but this would be 

subject to change once we understand the demand of the local 

community and businesses: 

Winter: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 5pm  

Summer:  Tuesday to Saturday 9am till 6pm, Sunday 11am till 4pm 

There is as always with Queenborough Community events during the 

year where we would open to help with them, such as Independence 

Day, Christmas Lights Parade, Red Ensign day to name but a few. 

Being located centrally between four public houses, which are all open 

till late seven days a week, each with music licences, we trust that this 

would be acceptable. 

We attached preliminary sketches of our proposals together with the 

original planning approval drawings. 

 

 

 



 

Sandra & Simon Fowle 

Appendix 1 

Social Media posts 























 

 

 



Appendix 2 

Bosuns proposed logo together with our welcome to Queenborough  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 

 

Drawings 

 


